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1. THE CURRENT SITUATION
Monthly update on the situation in Guatemala as highlighted by the press, related to the main thematic areas of PBI
Guatemala's work: the fight against impunity, land issues and defense of territory.

A lack of judicial independence, one of Guatemala's greatest challenges

Early  this  year,  Human  Rights  Watch  published  its  2025  Report,  in  which  it  discusses  several  issues
Guatemala is facing, with a particular focus on the lack of judicial independence, which undermines the rule
of law and threatens human rights (HR) protections. The report notes that the causes are systemic and linked
to “the judicial selection process, including non-transparent nomination procedures, political meddling, and
undue influence from corrupt actors. The judiciary often fails to hold powerful interests accountable, instead
serving to protect them.”1

The report specifically mentions the case of journalist José Rubén Zamora, who was granted house arrest in
October after he exceeded the legal limit for time in pre-trial detention, which was qualified by the United
Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention as excessive.2 However, one month after he was granted house
arrest, the Special Prosecutor's Office against Impunity (FECI) appealed the verdict and the Second Court of
Appeals  ordered  his  return  to  prison.  This  order  has  not  been  carried  out  because  it  was  temporarily
suspended by a pending injunction in the Supreme Court of Justice (CSJ).3

In addition to the Zamora case, the report mentions that the judiciary has created a hostile environment for
the exercise of  freedom of  expression and the press  in  Guatemala.  Journalists  face arbitrary  detentions,
restrictions on news coverage and online harassment, particularly when they are investigating issues related
to corruption and human rights violations.4 However,  despite this situation,  the Constitutional Court (CC)
recently  ruled  to  deny  protection  to  former  journalists  and columnists  who worked  for  the now defunct
newspaper elPeriódico and who are being criminalized by FECI, which has accused them of obstruction of
justice because of their investigative reporting on cases brought by FECI.5

Another  case  mentioned  as  an  example  of  political  persecution  and  malicious  delays  is  the  criminal
prosecution  of  attorney  Claudia  González.  She  has  been  under  indictment  for  17  months  for  abuse  of
authority, a crime that only public servants can commit, despite the fact that she is not a public servant. In
January, a hearing in her case was suspended once again.6

MP issues arrest warrants for two indigenous leaders

On December 23, the Public Prosecutor's Office issued arrest warrants for Pablo Ceto Sánchez and Miguel
Sanic Itzep, accusing them of ties to the Chacalté massacre. According to the MP's argument, as leaders of
the Guerrilla Army of the Poor (EGP), they attacked the inhabitants of the village of Chacalté on June 13,
1982.7 Pablo Ceto was a founder of the Committee for Campesino Unity (CUC), has been a congressman and
1 Human Rights Watch, World Report   2025  , 15 Jan 2025.
2 Váldez, A., ONU concluye que la detención de Jose Rubén Zamora es “arbitraria”, Prensa Comunitaria, 7 Feb 2024.
3 España, D., CSJ ampara a Zamora y suspende orden de regreso a prisión, 13 Jan 2025.
4 Human Rights Watch, Op. Cit.
5 Redacción, La Corte de Constitucionalidad avala la criminalización de periodistas, Prensa Comunitaria, 8 Jan 2025.
6 Alfaro, A., Claudia González, una ab  o  gada implacable contra la injusticia  , Prensa Comunitaria, 8 Dec 2024; Ramón, S. A., Magistrado Manuel 

Aldana se excusa de conocer recusación contra el juez Jimi Bremer, Prensa Comunitaria, 20 Jan 2025.
7 Aguilar, D., Giran orden de captura contra excandidato presidencial Pablo Ceto por el caso “Masacre de Chacalté”, epinvestiga, 23 Dec 2024.
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https://www.hrw.org/es/world-report/2025/country-chapters/guatemala
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presidential  candidate,  and  is  currently  president  of  the  Ixil  University,  an  educational  model  based  on
ancestral Maya knowledge. The Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG), Ceto's political party, has
condemned the charges against Ceto as unjust and an attempt to delegitimize leaders and social movements
dedicated to the defense of the rights of indigenous peoples.8

The long process of criminalization continues against Rigoberto Juarez and Ermitaño Lopez

On January 7, a public CC hearing was scheduled to announce the court's ruling on an injunction presented by
Rigoberto Juárez Mateo and Ermitaño López Reyes, ancestral authorities and defenders of the rights of the
indigenous  peoples  in  Huehuetenango's  Q'anjob'al,  Chuj,  Akateko,  Popti'  and  Mestizo  territories.9 The
injunction was filed to request a guarantee of due process, as well as to vacate a series of legal actions
related to the criminal prosecution of the two human rights defenders. However, the hearing was cancelled
due  to  internet  connection  issues  and  rescheduled  for  February  3.10 Rigoberto  Juarez,  who had  already
expressed his dissatisfaction with the fact that the hearing was not being held in person, stated that the
internet connection should not be a valid excuse to cancel the public hearing.11.  

Both  human  rights  defenders  were  criminalized  for  leading  community  opposition  to  the  imposition  of
hydroelectric dams in Santa Eulalia, San Mateo Ixtatán and Santa Cruz Barillas during the government of Otto
Pérez  Molina  (2012-2015).12 In  2016  they  were  tried  by a  court  and acquitted  of  the crimes  the Public
Prosecutor's  Office had  charged  them with.  But  later,  in  a  second  trial,  an  Appeals  Court  modified  the
sentence, increasing the prison sentences to 8 and 24 years respectively, while adding illegal detentions and
incitement  to  commit  a  crime  to  Ermitaño  López's  charges  and  illegal  detentions  to  Rigoberto  Juárez's
charges.13 The two men filed an injunction with the CC after the Criminal Court of the CSJ confirmed the
Appeals Court's sentence in June 2024, despite the fact that, according to attorney Santiago Choc, the CSJ's
sentence runs contrary to justice and constitutional rights.14 The injunction, which was filed before the CC in
July 2024, seeks to annul the CSJ Criminal Court ruling, on the grounds of violations to the defenders' access
to justice, right to defense and due process. This injunction represents the last national-level legal action
available to the two defenders to prevent their conviction.

Second trial in the Achí Women case

On January 28, the second trial in the Achí Women's case began. The first trial ended in January 2022 with
five ex-PACs convicted for sexual violence and crimes against humanity committed against Achí women from
Rabinal, Baja Verapaz during the Internal Armed Conflict (IAC).

High Risk Court B is holding this second trial against three other ex-PACs, for the same crimes as those in the
first trial. The three defendants, Pedro Sánchez Cortez, Simeón Enríquez Gómez and Félix Tum Ramírez, were
removed from the proceedings in 2019 due to a decision by Judge Claudette Domínguez, which was later
overturned by a higher court.

In the current trial, the court will hear testimonies from three survivors in person, as well as from three other
survivors whose testimonies were recorded in advance of the trial and from several eyewitnesses. There will
also be expert testimony on: the impact of sexual violence on the individual, family and community lives of
indigenous women; the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war; the army's counterinsurgency policy; and
the organization and military relevance of the PAC.15

8 Prensa Comunitaria, MP mantiene persecución contra defensores de derechos humanos, 29 Dec 2024.
9 Ovalle, L., CC suspende vista pública en favor de dirigentes indígenas, por falta de internet, Prensa Comunitaria, 8 Jan 2025.
10 Ramón, S. A., Por segunda ocasión suspenden vista pública de amparo de Rigoberto Juárez y Ermitaño López, Prensa Comunitaria, 22 Jan 2025.
11 Ovalle, L., Op. Cit.
12 Ramón, S.A., Huehuetenango: dos autoridades comunitarias podrían regresar a prisión por delitos que no cometieron, Prensa Comunitaria, 21 Aug 

2024.
13 Ramón, S. A., ria, 22.01.25, Op. Cit.
14 Ovalle, L., Op. Cit.
15 Asociación Bufete Jurídico Popular and Impunity Watch, Segundo juicio del Caso Mujeres Achí, January 2025.
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2. ACCOMPANIMENTS16
PBI  accompanies  social  organizations  and  individuals  who  have  received  threats  for  their  work  in  the  defence  and
promotion of human rights.  In this  context  we are accompanying social  processes in the fight against impunity,  land
inequality and defense of territory.17

THE FIGHT AGAINST IMPUNITY

This month we accompanied the Human Rights Law Firm (BDH) to several hearings in the Hogar “Seguro”
case: at the hearing on January 6, a National Civil Police (PNC) agent testified, and video evidence provided
by the prosecution was reviewed; at  the January 13 hearing,  documentary evidence was presented and
testimony was given by Nery Ramos (the current president of Congress) as director general of the PNC in
2017; on  January  20,  a  technical  analyst  from the  MP testified  regarding  communications  between  the

defendants; on  January  23,  Eddy  Humberto  Figueroa,  who  is  the
coordinating analyst for the MP's criminal analysis department and who
conducted a criminal analysis of the events that took place at the Hogar
“Seguro”  on  March  7  and  8,  2017,  testified;  and  on  January  30,  a
criminologist presented his forensic analysis of videos and images taken
on March 7 and 8, 2017 at the Hogar “Seguro.”

We  accompanied  the  Association  for  Justice  and  Reconciliation
(AJR) to a ceremony held in the Human Rights Plaza in front of the CSJ
to mark the start of the second trial in the Achí Women's case against
three ex-PAC accused of sexual violence and crimes against humanity
committed during the (IAC). This event took place on January 28, prior to
the first hearing, and consisted of a ceremony in which the Achí Women
called on the media and civil society to closely follow the trial. The AJR
and other human rights organizations were present to support the Achí
women.

DEFENSE OF THE TERRITORY

On January 7th we accompanied the  Peaceful Resistance of
the  Poqomam  People  of  Chinautla when  a  Ministry  of
Environment and Natural Resources (MARN) employee visited to
assess  the state  of  the water  sources  and observe  the sand
industries' impact on the territory. 

During this visit, the Resistance asked the MARN technician to
put an end to the problem, which has ravaged the region since
1995, when large-scale sand extraction using heavy machinery
began.  From  that  moment  on  they  began  to  suffer  serious
consequences: machinery causing the ground to move, cracking
their houses; respiratory problems due to the constant dust in
the air; the deterioration of the quality of the local clay, the raw
material  used  for  pottery,  an  essential  economic  activity  in
Chinautla.

16 We maintained regular contact with accompanied organizations who are not specifically mentioned in this section, but there are no activities to
highlight.

17 See  our  website  for  general  information  on  organizations  and  individuals  we  accompany:  https://pbi-guatemala.org/en/groups-and-
individuals-      currently-accompanied-pbi  
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THE ISSUE OF ACCESS TO LAND

We continue to hold meetings with the general coordinator of the Verapaz Union of Peasant Organi-
zations (UVOC), Carlos Morales, to follow up on and stay up to date about the security situation and
the organization’s work in defense of land access. We were also closely following the worrisome security
situation of the Lajeb Kej community, which after months of peaceful resistance, participation in round -
table discussions and conciliatory meetings with the landowner, was evicted on Wednesday, January 22,
despite  having filed an injunction  with the necessary  documentation  to  verify  the community's  land
ownership (see the first communiqué at the end of this document).

In addition, we held update meetings and maintained ongoing communication with the leadership of the
Campesino Committee of the Highlands (CCDA) – Verapaces Region , to stay up to date on their
security situation and on the issue of evictions in the region.

3. POLITICAL ACCOMPANIMENT
Meetings  and  other  contact  with  the  diplomatic  bodies,  international  organisations  and  Guatemalan
authorities. 
Meetings with national and international authorities are an important way for PBI to make known what we do and what our
objectives are. Through these meetings, where necessary and in a reserved manner, we share our concerns about worrying
situations that we have witnessed first-hand from the work we do in the field.

With respect to our dialogue with the diplomatic corps, this month we met with:

• Isabel MacDonald, Human Rights Officer of the British Embassy.
• Jennifer Echevarría, Political Officer of the Delegation of the European Union in Guatemala.
• Erick Ulate, Ambassador of Costa Rica.
• Juan Antonio Frutos Goldaratz, Minister-Counsellor (Second in Command) and Human Rights Officer of

the Embassy of Spain.

4. ACTIVITIES OF PBI GUATEMALA OUTSIDE GUATEMALA
Outside the country we constantly develop and strengthen the network of support for the Guatemalan PBI project, as this is
one of the essential tools necessary to protect defenders of human rights. Regional Representatives, the Project Office
Coordinator  and other  members  of  the committee and the Project  Office and national  groups of  PBI,  conduct public
relations campaigns with many NGOs, agencies and national governments, parliamentarians and others. In this context we
develop actions and public relations campaigns, and / or advocacy aimed at protecting defenders of human rights.

La Representante Europea del proyecto este mes se reunió con:

• Yovo Panchev, Bulgaria's representative to the Council of the European Union’s Working Party
for Relations with Latin America and the Caribbean (COLAC).

• Eva Nullens, Human Rights Unit, and Amadeo Bosser, Central America and Caribbean desk, both from
the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

• Ana Vicente, Human Rights Advisor to the European Parliament's GUE political group.
• Clara Olander Molin, officer in the European Union Special Representative for Human Rights office,

Olof Skook, Karolien Kras, Guatemala desk, and Juan José García Carreño, from the Human Rights
unit, all from the European External Action Service.

• Pernando Barrena Arza, MEP for the European Parliament's GUE Party and member of the Delegation
to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly (DLAT).

• Diana Riba i Giner, MEP from the Green Party and President of the Delegation for Central America
(DCAM), her assistant Sergi  Zorrilla, MEP from the same party and member of the Development
Commission, her assistant Luis Vilacha, and Garance Tardieu, Green Party advisor for Latin America,
all from the European Parliament.
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5. OTHER ACTIVITIES OF PBI GUATEMALA

This month we are publishing the  sixteenth issue of the Popular Bulletin
entitled The Path of  the Peoples'  Words.  This  bulletin  is  based on the
history of the Communities of Population in Resistance (CPR) of the Sierra. This
history  was  collectively  reconstructed  with  the  aim  of  sharing  these
communities'  ideas  and  forms  of  resistance  in  defense  of  their  lands  and
territories in order to strengthen their organization. You can access it by clicking
here: https://pbi-guatemala.org/es/multimedia/boletín-popular

Furthermore,  a  new
episode of our ACÉRCATE
podcast is now available.
In this episode, we visit the
Nuevo Horizonte community
and cooperative in Petén to
hear  about  their  struggles,
past  and  present.  Nuevo

Horizonte is a community of ex-combatants from one of
the extinct Guatemalan guerrilla groups, the Rebel Armed
Forces (FAR), which very successfully traded weapons for
ideas. In this episode, we will learn about several of the
life projects they are developing. Access the episode on
our  website:  https://pbi-guatemala.org/es/multimedia/acércate-podcast or  on  Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0RpCJ14cCQv5eO7WwZHg97?si=jidbPV42SXujLoUduaDolw
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6. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS
In this section we publish statements (some abbreviated) from human rights organisations in which they express their
concerns regarding recent events.
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The team of volunteers in PBI Guatemala is currently composed of Anna Morales Mateu (Spain), Ana
Gabriela Ascarrunz Ponce (Bolivia), Sebastián Aguirre Orozco (Colombia), David Félix Azemar (Spain), Giulia
Pochini (Italy), Maria Alemany (Spain), Beatriz Pérez Ruiz (Spain) y Júlia García Grané (Spain).

All photos published are from PBI

PBI GUATEMALA DOES NOT NECESSARILY IDENTIFY WITH THE OPINIONS AND CONTENT OF THE REPRODUCED
ARTICLES AND MEDIA RELEASES.

GUATEMALA PROJECT
PEACE BRIGADES INTERNATIONAL

Website: www.pbi-guatemala.org 
facebook: pbiguatemala
Instagram: pbiguatemala

Office of the team in Guatemala
3a Avenida “A” 3-51, Zona 1

Ciudad de Guatemala, Guatemala
Phone/ Fax: (+502) 2220 1032

E-mail: equipo@pbi-guatemala.org
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